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as possible and a future for the Iraqi people. 
And I tremendously appreciate the effort 
that you’ve given all of us and your vision 
for a better world for all of us in our part 
of the world. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. Wel-

come. Appreciate you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 7852—National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2004
December 6, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On a quiet Sunday morning, December 7, 

1941, more than 2,400 Americans were killed 
in the attack on Pearl Harbor. On that day, 
life changed in America, and the course of 
history was altered forever. 

Our citizens reacted to the attack with firm 
determination to defeat tyranny and secure 
our Nation. This enterprise required the 
commitment and effort of our entire country. 
At the height of the conflict, the United 
States had ships on every ocean and troops 
on five continents. In all, more than 16 mil-
lion Americans wore the uniform of our Na-
tion. They came from all walks of life. They 
served honorably and fought fiercely. At 
home, millions more contributed to the war 
effort, laboring for victory in our factories, 
on farms, and across America. 

Today, we honor those who fought and 
died at Pearl Harbor, and we pay special trib-
ute to the veterans of World War II. These 
heroes hold a cherished place in our history. 
Through their courage, sacrifice, and selfless 
dedication, they saved our country and pre-
served freedom. As we fight the war on ter-
ror, their patriotism continues to inspire a 
new generation of Americans who have been 
called to defend the blessings of liberty. Like 
those who have gone before them through-
out our history, our troops fighting the war 
on terror are defending America from danger 
and liberating the oppressed. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as 
amended, has designated December 7 of 
each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2004, as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-
emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, in-
terested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at 
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those 
who died as a result of their service at Pearl 
Harbor. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:21 a.m., December 8, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 9.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Proposed ‘‘Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 
2004’’
December 6, 2004

Dear Leaders and Conferees: 
My most solemn duty is protecting the 

American people, and reforming and 
strengthening our Nation’s intelligence capa-
bilities will help ensure the safety of our 
country. I call on Congress to pass an intel-
ligence reform bill this week. An overarching 
principle for these needed reforms has been 
to create a strong Director of National Intel-
ligence with full budget authority while pre-
serving the chain of command within depart-
ments and agencies. We are very close to a 
significant achievement that will better pro-
tect our country for generations to come, and 
now is the time to finish the job for the good 
of our national security. Therefore, I want 
to reiterate my views on some issues of con-
cern to Members. 
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